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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

On the first of March, I stepped outside without a jacket, and found myself not shivering.  In this same region just a month or two ago, we experienced temperatures with a high of zero.  Ah, yes - spring is here.

Historically, online traffic decreases as people find outdoor activities in which to engage themselves.  It's nice to connect with people in cyberspace when nature prevents you from any other interaction.  But when nature is more inviting, many people choose to connect with it, instead.

Studies have shown that, just as exposure to the sun provides necessary vitamins, social networks are vital to a person's happiness and well-being.  The key in all of life is balance.

So while you're outdoors, remember your friends indoors - and vice versa.  Together, we can create a long and happy life.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Downtime
--------
Syndicomm Online will be unavailable for two to three hours on the afternoon of Saturday, March 6 while we perform upgrades to improve the reliability of various services.  The planned outage should begin at around 11:00 AM PST.  We apologize in advance for the inconvenience.

New Apparel
-----------
Syndicomm is offering new and improved T-shirts for 2004!  Check out our new "I'm a Syndicommie" shirts at <http://www.cafeshops.com/syndicomm>.

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Michele Greb       RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
Get ready to spring into warmer weather with the Apple II fanatics over in Syndicomm A2.  Recent discussions include the coming issue of Juiced.GS (Category 23, Topic 2), the premier printed publication for the Apple II, as well as the ever mounting spam problem (Category 11, Topic 26), and how to build a web site (Category 11, Topic 29).  Our chat rooms are always open and often occupied.  Come spring into action in A2!

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
DVD, now the medium of choice, is finally becoming the home of some well-loved and long-awaited science fiction series.  The original Star Wars trilogy (Episodes IV - VI) will be on disc this September, while the first season of the television series Quantum Leap will be available in June.  Read about them in Category 35, Topic 6: Star Wars, and Category 13, Topic 12, respectively.

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
Sony says the console war is over - but that applies to only this generation.  While consumers comfortably enjoy their PlayStation 2, Microsoft Xbox, and Nintendo GameCube handhelds, each of these corporate giants is planning the successors to these machines.  Details on the so-called Xbox Next have already begun leaking, as detailed in Category 30, Topic 1: Microsoft Xbox Hardware.  Meanwhile, Nintendo is introducing a third device to their lineup.  Read about it in Category 39, Topic 49: Nintendo DSS.

Diabetes
Page 955
Keyword: DIABETES
-----------------
Our forum helps you understand how diabetes can affect your life, and what solutions and stopgaps exist.  In Category 4, Topic 7: Food Labels, we discuss alternatives to sugar and how tasty and safe they can be.  Similarly, in Category 8, Topic 8: Miscellaneous Trivia, soda (also known as sugar water), water, and other beverages are examined for pros and cons.  Stop by to see how well you can or should eat and drink - we promise you'll be merry!

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: TV/Movies/Music; Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2004 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
